
TOPS
Transition Outcomes Program for Students



STRIVE TOPS is a partnership 
with area school districts 

designed for students in their 13th

and 14th year of education that 
focuses on becoming an adult, 
independent living skill and 

social skill development outside 
of a familiar school setting

TOPS
Transition Outcomes Program for 

Students





ÎPilot program developed in 2014 with 
three school districts

ÎDecember 2015 ðSTRIVE was asked to 
work with districts to expand and enhance

ÎCollaborative Partnership



ÎTo provide a transition -focused 
curriculum/experience for students  

ÎTo generalize learned skills and 
acquire additional independent living 
skills

ÎTo prepare students (minimally) for 
an adult program and a 1:3 ratio

ÎTo provide opportunities for students 
to interact with new staff and peers



ÎPotential to successfully access adult   
services (minimally)

ÎHave emerging I.L.Skills with basic 
academic skills & some verbal skills 

ÎAbility to navigate the community 
(ambulatory, wheelchair, walker)

ÎA student who requires targeted and 
plentiful transition skills across all 
domains



Î Not appropriate for a student with 
significant behavioral needs

Î Not appropriate for a student with 
significant life skill needs and 
requires major life skill support



ÎStaffing ðTransition Specialist with a 282 
and transition focus. Ed Tech 111 ðcreating 
a 1:5 ratio ðemployed by PSL/STRIVE 

ÎFlexibility of weekly schedule. Full -time, 
part -time options

Î A transitional not a vocational program

ÎNot intended to fulfill grad. requirements 

ÎNot an SPPS or regional program

ÎCommunity -based curriculum



ÎReduce 1:1 support 

ÎItõs a contracted service

ÎIEP languageðconnect to 

Transition Activities

ÎTransportation provided by district



From 
Familiesé.





From Districts.....
Î Money well spent

Î Level of communication to/from 
families and districts

Î Unique experience than what districts 
can offer individually

Î Dovetailing to access adult services and 
programs

Î Program continues to evolve to meet 
student and district needs





From 
Studentsé.





28 Foden Road

South Portland, ME  04106

(207) 774-6278

www.pslstrive.org

www.facebook.com/STRIVENation

http://www.pslstrive.org/
http://www.facebook.com/STRIVENation

